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The Hark Berch Bepartaent 

After a reprieve froa the oppressive heat and huiidity that characterizes the Hooville sutler 
we find ourselves thrust back to face the full fury of a raging Mother Nature. 
Teaperatures still haven't gotten back to the hundreds but it's getting there, and the huaidity has already arrived. 

SANE OPENINGS : One Sunboat Diploaacy gaae opening [three signed up, four needed!. 
One Snow Fighting opening tfour signed up, four needed]. 

Circulation : 33 



URBANE SCRAWL 
Part 1 

Yes, that's right this is another issue of that award winning zine, THE SCRIBBLER I ST. I bet a few of you 
thought you'd never see it again. But I'a back and on tiie, just like that nightaare that haunts you night after night. 
What have we got lined up for this issue? Hell, the letter coluan rs "slowly picking up steaa, I've got guite a bit to 
say in the "hobby news" section though there is frightfully little to talk about. Se've got another gaaestart, soae 
lore play/read lists, another guiz, and a lot of drivel froa your huable editor. Also, lo and behold, I've decided to 
throw in a subscriber list and aaybe an excerpt froa a book [no, this is NOT Perelandra! ]. 

First things first, corrections/plea for aercv. As I was readinq over'IasF issue I was disturbed with how 
•any errors I let slip bv. Soae of thea aade ne look like a real idiot. Let ae assure you here and now that I will do 
ay utaost to eiiainate such aistakes in the future. 

Second is a retraction of sorts. My coaaents in US Part I last issue were effectively put to rest between TS 
12 and this issue in that I have garnered quite a bit of publisher support as evidenced by the fact that I now carry 11 
trades and one autual sub, not to sention one sub froa a fellow publisher [hi Cathy!]. I real 1 y do appreciate all the 
support and encouraqeaent they, and the rest of you, have given over the past weeks in the letters you've written and 
the plugs you've given. I'll see if I can't reciprocate soaetiae in the near future. 

And finaiy, a dedication. This issue goes out to a woaan who I'd iaagine aost everybody knows and has aost 
likely plaved a gaae of postai dippy against. She has aade ae one of a select group of publishers) she has put ae in 

the sinoritv, a position I relish. This woaan is none other than Melinda Hoiley. She doesn't play in any of ay 

qaaes nor does she standby or even subscribe. A rare biro I be, indeed! 

That's it for now but never fear I'll be back with sore opinions and little snippets froa av life and the 
■or 1 d around ae. Reaeaber, wherever you go, wnatever >ou r eao. the heavy hand of the editor is never far behind... 



CATCALLS FROM THE CHEAP SEATS 

Another CATCttLLS arrives with every issue so be sure to 
write §e and you aav be featured. This issue we've got a few 
new Olivers of the qaae and a couple returnino veterans. Tonics 
include Noriega_[wilM ever let this die?], SDI, and a few 
other things. So lei's quit dawdling and get this show on the 
roao . . . 

David Orne: 

As a geographer, I aa very interested in hearing sore about 
the "formally wooded' 1 area you live in. I aa curious : is 
Virginia colonial qarb worn by the trees there or are aodern 
tuiedos accept acle;' 

'. .uh sure, kick a aan when he's down! I said I'a sorry, what 
sore 20 you want? BLOOD?!? 1 Actually, that was one of the 
mistakes froa last issue that I'aaost eabarrassed about. I 
shudder every tiie I think about that one. » 

uGn to a aore serious topic, that of Noriega, though it is 
SiQiniv evolving into a discussion on intervention in general, 
win en is just fine with se.'-> 

John Justin: 

Uae of force would succeed in stopping the proclea <<the 
entire Central American drug situation;;. 'Active United States 
aid would revive the area and hopefully create prosperous future 
ailieE. assusing such aid was given with a heavy US presence, 
ru:' shades t*quld be Japan arid Geraanv. Naturally, there are 
i i -sr.t inferences, 5ut those exaaoies snow it can De 



: .'I aqree with you to a point when you say that aassive aid 
wouid'necessitate a "heavy' US presence."- However, sucn a 
presence need not be in the fora of the US ailitary nor 
does the presence have to be a visible one. Much of 
Central Aaenca fears the US and what it can do. If we 
went marching in declaring that we were going to straighten 
up "their 2 aess we would stir up quite a "bit "of resentaent. 
*e have to be honest with the people of CA and let thee 
work out the probleas their way. Also, when you cite Japan 
and Geraanv as exaaples I ear you are way off base. For 
one, a war ravaged econoay is far different froa an 
existing systea" riddled with corruption, the latter being 
such harder to "clean up." One aust also consider the fact 
that both Japan and Geraanv had an industrial base froa 
which to rebuild whereas Central Aaenca has never had any 
industrial base to speak of. Secondly there is a 
difference between a battle fatigued people and the Central 
Aaericans of today. The Japanese and Geraans had for the 
aost part known soaethinq better than war, a tiae when the 
arts flourished and life wasn't so difficult. The Central 
Aaericans on the other hand have known nothing but poverty 
and suppression under one reqiae after another. They've 
seen too sany friends and relatives die and are therefore 
thankful to be scraping bv with whatever they can. This 
fiakes thea suspicious of change and proaises of a better 
iits for thev nave been fooled so aanv tiaes before. And 

WORK HARDER... PLAY HARDER... 
STAY HARDER... LONGER! 



they becoae especially suspicious of a towering outsider 
who' promises thea a better life for they reaeaber the 
multi-nationals of years gone by. It is a tough situation 
and if we want to win we will have to play by their rules 
and on their turf. >> 

available. Aid goes to corrupt leaders while the local 
qovernaents are powerless to stop the druglords even if they 
tried. These drug exporters rule their countries through terror 
and death threats ... Intervention bv the US is justified as 
such as it was bv the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor (well, almost). 
True this will shoot our popularity all to hell, but face it - 
we're not popular now anyway. Years of naaby-pasby foreign 
policy has ruined our international standing. So, what use in 
trying to save soaething that doesn't exist? 

<<What we are trying to save is our own skin. You're right 
in saying that we've ruined our reputation overseas, 
especially in the third world countries, but that doesn't 
give us license to go out and flex our sagging muscle. 
8hat concerns ae aost is the possibility of turning the 
whole of Central Aaerica into another Vietnaa. Our 
solitary intervantion aay overthrow corrupt bureaucracies 
but our presence would alienate the people and could easily 
lead to a war of attrition against elusive guerilla 
aoveaents. what I believe we aust do is step up our 
interdiction efforts and nurture the reforaers struggling 
in Central Aaerica. This would help to alleviate the 
problea in the short tera plus put us in good position to 
wipe out the problea in the long tera.)> 

Steve Court e*snche: 

Concerning the policies of the Reagan adainistration and 
Noriega : Strongara tactics that don't have ausde behind thea 
are doosed to failure. They eyen have a tendency to backfire 
even when they have the required auscle. 

The United States is a democracy and is thus heavily 
influenced by how other nations view us. Strongara tactics aake 
us look like a "bully," a aeddler in other people's affairs. 
Noriega's policies were getting hia into enough trouble. If we 
taintained our legal position without taking action against the 
whole country we would probably be better off. We, as a people, 
snould try to help others instead of trying to foraent 
discontent and rebellion. 

<<Here, here. 1 Steve's letter qoes to the heart of what Pa 
trying to sav. We aust encourage those who believe as we 
do as 'opposed to attacking those we disagree with. Yes, we 
are not the sost popular nation but why wouid we want to 
push the Central fiaencan nations farther away? We've 
tried direct intervention and it has only caused probleas. 
It's tiae we tried to push our policies with a gentler 
hand. )> 

I thought I had cleared up the whole bit about ay naee last 
issue but apparently I hadn't, ay apologies. Maybe the 
fo. lowing will straighten things out ...)> 

Thanks for clearing up ay question on how to pronounce your 
nase. Pi qiad that I asked, Because I'd been getting it wrong. 
K\ auess had been that it rhyaed with "bark" or '"dark."* While 
it s unusual that the spelling Hark gives three syllables 
(including several *L* sounds L~l suppose it's not lapossible. 

P. S. while we're on the subject, how do you pronounce your 
last nase:' 

John Justin: 

And, speaking of your nase, you have it all wrong Pa 
afraid. The -eht'is obviously supposed to be pronounced 'A', 
sc. tii-le-lay is the correct prohounciation. So, you can now 
veil ail your friends the true sound of your nase and thus end 
tre error of your ways. 

■ Da in' I knew ay father had been lying to ae all along. 
Ever since birth he's been perpetrating' this fraud. Pa 
stunned. Weil thank you John for giving ae the strength to 
shake off the burden of ay Mispronounced naae and the 
deceit that was coupled with it. My, I feel invigorated, 
hie a new MAN!)) 

-;la=. we return to a very serious subject. SDi. Three people 
r« -Bonded to av plea last issue [and, yes Eric, your letter die 

* e I '. <jp, I . «t j ... .■■ 



David Hood: 

I have to coaaent on your reaarks regarding bin. <our 
objections to Ballistic Missle Defense are wholly based on 
misunderstandings as to the nature and objectives of a space 
shield. , 

No one (in their right aind) argues that such defenses 
would constitute an invulnerable "bubble" to protect the Uo 
population froa the destruction and environmental effects froa 
Soviet warheads. Indeed, the proposal I have argued for since 
1932 involves non-laser devices, so called kinetic-energy 
rockets and the like which boast a leakage rate of 10% or aore. 
In addition, we need to build terainal point defenses, like 
Swaraiet or' others, which prevent Soviet warheads froa exploding 
at our own aissle silos. 

You see, the point of strateqic defense is not to protect 
the people, but to protect U.S. nuclear forces. The only 
plausible scenario for a first strike by either superpower is an 
attack on the retaliatory capabilities of the other - since an 
attack eclusively based on U.S. cities would only guarantee 
destruction of Soviet cities. Building and deploying defenses 
to protect our aissle silos and boaber fields are designed to 
bolster deterrence, not replace it by creating an invulnerable 
"bubble.* 

<<It has always puzzled ae when proponents of SDI said that 
the reason for deployment is to protect our own retaliatory 
capabilities against a possible Soviet first strike and 
hence bolster deterrence. I simply can't believe that the 
ailitary would be ignorant of an iapending Soviet strie on 
the US aainland. Why do we have arctic early warning 
stations? Stategic Air Command headquarters buried under an 
■ungodly aaount of earth? I always thought it was to insure 
that we would detect incoaing aissles so that we could get 
our aissles out of the silos before the Soviet aissles 
struck. My conception of a nuclear war is not that of two 
boxers standing in the ring taking turns hitting each other 
while the other allows himself to be hit. Rather, like all 
warfare, it will be a aelee as the two superpowers launch 
sissies only ainutes apart in order to protect thea froa 
the other. You say this will bolster deterrence. But 1 
ask why do we need to? The Soviets would be fools to think- 
that tfiev could catch us off guard and have all their 
missies strike before we knew wnat was going on. In any 
event, events such as nuclear war have the tendency of 
gradually building up to such fnohtening paraaeters that 
surelv our nuclear forces would all ready be on alert. One 
ifiore thing that bothers ae greatly is the whole idea of SDI 
protecting aissle silos and such as opposed to cities. 
Let's sav'that the Soviets did in fact launch a first 
strike and we did have SDI deployed. Most of our aissies 
sav have survived but what exactly would they be 
protecting? Miies upon ailes of rubble that was once a 
great nation and ail lions of corpses. Those corpses would 
have given their all to a government that faileo thea vet 
saved the lives of thousands of its baby warheads. >> 

In this case, the aaount of collateral or environmental 
daaaoe is iisaatenal - as long as we can show the Soviets that, 
sav, 50X of our aissies will retain, they wouid never attack in 
the first place. 

<■■;] wouid be willing to bet that we could get at ieast 50% 
of our own aissies off the ground before Soviet warheads 
struck any US installations 'without SDI. And even if amy, 
sav 1 OS, managed to get airborn prior to Soviet attack we 
would still ravage the Soviet Union. >> 

Now soae would argue that our submarine-based aissies 
provide necessary deterrence without protecting our land-based 
sissies or boibers. But putting our eggs in one basket is 
precisely the opposite of what we have tried to accoapiish with 
our Stategic Triad approacn (land, sea, air). And given recent 
Soviet advances in anti -submarine warfare techniques it is 
laoeritive that we increase the credibility of our deterent bv 
using strategic defense to protect our aissle silos, boaber 
fields, and coeaand installations. 

<<I agree with vou here in that we aust keep our strategic 
forces dispersed in order to preserve their existence. 
However, the credibility of our deterrent is as strong as 
it ever was utilizing the Triad approach and I see no need 
to fix soaething that isn't broken.') 



Point defenses can be deployed now at the cost of only * 1 -2 
billion. Space-based defenses which would destroy eneay aissles 
in shooting ssall rockets at thea are alaost ready as well - the 
entire sysfes could be built for * i 00 billion or less if 
Washington would quit dragging its feet on the issue. 

<<J have a hard ti§e believing that such a systea could be 
deployed so cheaply; if you've got soae docuaentation on 
that I'd love to see it. And it we do deploy point 
defenses let's protect the people, not aisslie silos which 
are bound to be eaptied on our first learning of a Soviet 
strike.)) 

Subsidary benefits to SDI include protection against 
possible third-country launches (given the state of nuclear 
proliferation, this is an iaportant issue). It also can be used 
to protect against accdental launches by either superpower - 
the scenario often sensationalized by liberals in the tedia and 
elsewhere. 

<<You yourself said that SDI was ieant to protect the 
isissles and not the cities. If a Third World country were 
to launch an attack it would alsost assuredly be directed 
at the cities. No country aside froa the Soviet Union 
could hope to go toe-to-toe with us so why would a country 
want to waste its precious sissies on silos. They aay be 
able to take out a few iissles but we would still have 
thousands with which to counterstrike. The goal of such a 
foolish country would be to kill as aany people as 
possible, find everybody knows where the people are, the 
cities. » 

Strateaic defenses deserve better treat/Bent then just 
calling the* futuristic "bubbles" protected by "Star Hars" 
lasers or particle beams. They can be built now using less 
sensational technology and just ordinary rockets. 

((You're right, SDI does deserve to be treated in a 
realistic sense as opposed to being viewed in a purely 
"Star Wars" sense. But the reality of the situation is 
that it is an expensive and unneeded systea of questionable 
worth. >> 

Eric Kalton: 

My opinion on Star Wars coies to the sane conclusion as 
yours: that Star Wars is a waste of money, but I think your 
opinion of the "bubble shield" is a little too strict. <<I 
would say that that characterization on ay part was aore 
siiplistic than anything else.» I think everyone knows that 
there will never be a "bubble shield" around the U.S., even the 
president. It is ay opinion that why should we spend aillions, 
billions, even trillions of dollars on stopping ICBMs froa 
hitting the U.S. when atomic boabs can be sauggled into the 
U.S., put in a suitcase or car, and exploded near their targets. 
So we sight be able to destroy their ICBMs, they would still get 
what they wanted destroyed. I think the U.S. should build an 
ABK systea using todays know-how. The U.S. is allowed to 
protect one area with such a systea under the ABM treaty, but 
instead we have decided to gasble our noney on aaking ta better 
systea]. The Soviet's have built their one ABN systea to 
protect Moscow, why don't we learn soaething froa thea and do 
the saae. 

«I don't think that the Soviets would be able to aount a 
covert effort as expansive as sauggling aultiple nuclear 
devices into the U.S. without our finding out about it. 
However, I think you raise a good point in that the Third 
World countries that David aentioned .above aay be able to 
carry soaething like that out. I didn't realize that we 
were allowed to construct one protected site. If Ne really 
fear a Soviet attack so auch why doesn't the governaent set 
its aind to that as you suggest?)) 

John Justin: 

As far as SDI goes, it is not intended to be a foolproof 
bubble - no such systea is likely to exist now or ever. 
Soaething will always get through, aaybe aost of the aissles. 
However, as any serviceaan or student of the stateqic aras race 
should know, the present nuclear aas strategy involves, aaongst 
other things, plans for first strike capability. Such a plan 
involves reaoving the eneaies nuclear capacity before he can 
uplesent it. fit this tiae, the only part of the Triad the 
Soviets are unable to nail with fairly decent chances of success 
is the Booaers. However, recent developaents in satellite 



technology aay soon aake even these aissle platforas vulnerable. 
In any case, the reason the Soviets don't strike first (aaonst 
others, such as no real need, huaanity, etc) is tfjat they have 
no guarantee of successfully reaoving bur capability. SDI would 
add to their uncertainly. Such a systea, though no perfect 
shield, could reaove enough incoaing aissles that a successful 
attack on our aissles would be uncertain, fis long as their 
success is uncertain they will not take the gaable. That is the 
only viable reason for SDI in its present fora. However, one 
should also consider that the Soviets have been testing and 
developing siailar systeas. The Times (or soae other paper) had 
an interesting article showing a satellite photo of a 
aountaintop installation in Russia. Civil experts (no U.S. 
governaent coaaent was aade) believed that the coaplex was a 
prototype anti-satellite installation. I would auch prefer to 
see both sides with such a systea, wouldn't you? 

<<Well, I don't know about that. I'd hate to see space 
militarized in any way and would prefer that every space- 
faring nation could coae to an agreeaent to keep all 
weapons, defensive and offensive, out of the heavens. As 
for your SDI coaaents I still have a hard tiae seeing why 
people insist on saying that we wouldn't be able to get our 
aissles launched before a strike. You point out coorectly 
that the only legitieate reason to deploy SDI is to widen 
that fraae of tiae when we can get off a retaliatory 
strike. But the need for that doesn't seea to justify the 
cost. A sinute or two, even in a situation as horrendous 
as nuclear war, doesn't seea to warrant an outlay of 
billions/trillions of dollars when there are so aany other 
worthwhile projects to support.)) 

<<And now one final query ...)) 

David Orne: 

Who the hell are the Bad Boys? 

<<0h boy, is that a loaded question. Anyone want to 
explain this one to David? I'll give it ay best shot. The 
Bad Boys are three people who becaae disgruntled with the 
postal hobby and decided to launch into a series of attacks 
on the hobby in general and on specific persons involved in 
postal dippy. Occassional ly they have aade valid points 
and soaetiaes they've aade ae laugh [aany tiaes, aore at 
their actions than at what they've said]. But for the aost 
part those points are aasked behind an aaazing asount of 
vicious and aalicious attacks on various people. They are 
callous and really don't care what people think so they 
have given theaselves free reign to launch Bean-spirited 
and unconstructive attacks. As Don Williaas pointed out in 
the latest FIAT BELLUH the best way to deal with thea is to 
ignore thea because they feed off counter-attacks and 
eople who try to reason with thea. Without an audience 
he Bad Boys will die out; true, they'll go kicking and 
screaaing, but they will gounheeded. To be fair I have to 
say the Bruce Geryk, one of the Bad Boys, runs an 
entertaining and very enjoyable United League. How was 
that guys [and gals];)) 

Well, that's all for now. If you think it was tough to 
read just think about having to type it all in! Actually, I 
appreciate all the letters and encourage you to write in with 
your coaaents on these opinions or any others. Hey, this is 
actually beginning to look like soaething! 



FLAYLIST THE FIRST 

Here we go again with another round of ausic that I think 
is great stuff, boae of these are old favorites and others I've 
just picked up, but all are worth a listen. 

Led Zeppelin, IN THROUGH THE OUT DOOR [One of Led Zep's 
later releases but has soae great music including one of ay 
favorite Zep tunes [sentiaental reasons, hi honi], "I'a Sonna 
Crawl.']; Grateful Dead. AMERICAN BEAUTY [Call ae a sucker but 
this is just fun to listen to. It also doesn't hurt that I know 
all the words. An old favorite]; Molly Hatchet, FLIRTIfT WITH 
DISASTER [Now this is truly soae good old boy country aetal. 
They've played Hoovile a couple tiaes but I've never gotten to 
see thea.] 



"BaMbuti" 19886. 

"Trouble in the Land of Wine and Roses" 

That's right, we have an NHR. Scott Beckett, playing 
France in this'gaae, failed to get orders to ae by the tise this 
went to the copier so he is hereby removed frora the qase and a 
standby is called. Will David Orne, 1234 Reynolds Rd 1242, 
Lakeland, FL 33801 please take over as France. All orders will 
be kept on file and you aay revise them up until the next 
deadline. May I suggest that some of you submit press. It 
would sake rue 'very happy. 

Bo, deadline' for new "Spring 1901" orders is Wednesday, 
Auaust 31. Also, please read the announcement below. Good 
luck. 



! ! ! ! ! GAMESTART I ! ! .' .' 

Yes, we have one aore regular diplomacy gasestart to 
announce. Again, no Boardaan number to announce as of this 
issue but I do have a name, "Ik". The Ik were a nomadic, 
hunter-gatherer people who roaied the plains of northern Uganda 
until they were forced by the Ugandan government to settle in 
the surroundinq mountains and take up an agrarian life. I 
wasn't so lucky in country assignments this tise around : three 
got their first choice, two their second, one his third, and one 
his fourth. We'll follow the houserules as printed last issue. 
How about soae press in this one? 

AUSTRIA : Thomas Thornsen, 113 Glensueser Rd, Holbrook, NY 
11741 

ENGLAND : Barry Hawes, 18292 Rolling Meadow Way, Qlney, MD 
' 20832 ' 

FRANCE : Fete Gauqhan, 3105 E Park Row #132, Arlington, TX 
76010-3710 

GERMANY : Hike Henry, 3755 Capitl of Texas Hwy South Suite 

130,' Austin, TX 78704 
ITALY : Jim Diehl, 10530 West Riverview Dr, Eden Prairie, 

UN' 55347 

RUSSIA : Vince Shouba, 320 S LaGrange Rd, LaGrange, IL 

60525 

TURKEY : Eric Walton, 8116 Hillview Dr, Brentwood, TN 37027 

Deadline for "Spring 1901" is Wednesday, August 31. Please 
read the little notice below as it will help §e out immensely. 
And I'm beqqinq you, please try to get all the orders in on 
tise, I HATE NiiRinq people! Good luck all! 



SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT TO PLAYERS : IMPORTANT ! ! ! 

These are just a few notes and hints that would take sy 
life a whole lot easier plus a couple clarifications of soae 
[•ore] mistakes froa last issue's houserules. 



- When I said Spring NHRs would result in immediate resov-al 
fro* the game I meant Spring 1901 NHRs. All other NHRs will be 
dealt with as outlined in the houserules. 

- Countries will be assigned for all regular Diploaacy 
games by preference list. Country assignment in Gunboat 
will be by random draw. 

- I am qoing aqainst the rulebook when I say that draws 
need not include all survivors. I also said I would never 
contradict the rulebook. The reason is that the DIAS rule is a 
question of playing philosophy as opposed to mechanics. My non- 
DIAS rule stands. 

Thanks to Vince Shouba for pointing these "problems" out to 
ae. I'll be coming out with a seperate houserules sheet soon 
and will send out one to all players as soon as I put it 
together. 

And one more thing. I would appreciate it if orders and 
PRESS were on seperate'sheets of paper from any substantial 
correspondence. The reason is that I have two files, one for 
orders and one for letters and seperate sheets of paper would 
just aake things a lot easier for ae. 



ALWAYS THE BRIDESMAID 

And this here is the standby list. Let it be known that I 
may call you as a standby for Gunboat so if you have any strong 
objections let me know. You get one free issue for signing up 
and another two if you take over a position. Let me know 

whether you want on or off the list : Diehl, Salvatore, York, 
Hurley, breqer, Hawes, Gauqhan, Hood, Shouba. Orne, and Fargo. 
Ah, a very healthy list. Thank to one and all. 



PLEASE SIR, MAY I HAVE SOME MORE 

Both gaaes of regular Diplomacy have filled up and I won't 
be opening any more for a long, long tiae. I do, however, have 
openinqs in some other gaaes. 

I'm opening a game of Gunboat Diploaacy. So far I have 
three people signed'up and have four aore positions open. The 
game is free if 'you already play in one of the regular Dippy 
qaaes and costs *4 if you don't play in a regular Dippy game. 
This will get you a qamelife subscription to INTERLOPER, ay 
Isublzine of seasonal adjustments and winter builds. 

My second, and last, game opening is for "Snowball 
Fiqhting." The gaae is free and the rules are available for an 
SASE. So far we have four signed up and room for four more. 
Those signed up are : Gaughan ? Salvatore, Hood, and York. Let's 
go people, I'd love to get this up and running. 



URBANE SCRAWL 
Part II 

n.- i l l Vs , { mr lV Right now v * at that tilie in life when a 9 e j U5t really isn't that important to me yet. Sure, I 
think about what it s going to be like to grow old, but it isn't an overriding worry yet. I'm going to school, becomin 
a Renaissance Man in order to live ay life to the fullest. Is money important? Daan right it is but above all else 
I ve got to be happy. Why else would I be considering anthropology as a career? 

So what brought on this sudden rush of mortality. Well, since I last checked in with you I celebrated a 
birthday, ay nineteenth to be precise. How did I spend it [like you really want to know]? I woke up early, opened my 
presents, and promptly went back to sleep. When I finally woke up again I went out on the town and ran some errands: 
lcked up some groceries for ay mom but more iaportantly I bought myself soae birthday presents. That night ay folk 
ook ae to a sushi bar and a play. All in all not too exciting but I was happy. 

But then I started thinking : What is being nineteen:' It isn't any great watershed year for me. It was last 
year that I got the vote and last year that I entered college. I have to wait two aore years to drink tleqally] and to 
graduate from the University. Worst of all is that, technically. I'm still a teenager. Damn 1 

All right. I can deal with it. After all, 1 like to think of myself as an adult and adults can handle such 
rude awakenings. But one thing kept on bothering me. Every generation has a label, everyone except ours, of course. 

There are the baby-boomers who turned into the flower children who turned into the Yuppies who are now giving birth to 
the Spawn of Yuppie. But what are we, those kids who spent their formative years [11-19 years old] under the Reagan 
administration? Ronnies? Well, aaybe. Actually I imagine ourselves as "Ronnie's Kids." Picture the donation cans 
sitting on the counters of 7-1 Is nationwide : A thirty year old man in a pin-striped suit and shackles sitting on the 
lap of a smiling Uncle Ronnie with "Help the morally bankrupt, give to Ronnie's Kids" boldly emblazoned in big bright 
letters below the picture. 

But enough of that, back to being nineteen. The most frustrating thing is that I'm supposedly at ay sexual 
peak right about now and there is absolutely nothing I can do about it. It's out of ay hands, errr, so to speak. 1 
sean, the ball is in the othir court. Noooo, that's wrong too. Hell, you know what It trying to say. 



READLIST 

Okay people, tiae to get an education. These aren't 
exactly scholarly totes but they will probably shed some light 
on a subject that sost people know little, it anything, about. 

The" author is Colin Turnball and the books are, THE FOREST 
PEOPLE, THE MOUNTAIN PEOPLE, and THE LONELY AFRICAN. They are a 
iixture of anthropology and coaaentary on how Africa's "Coiling 
of Age" has affected its various people. And yes, it is froa 
these books that I qot the gaae naaes. 

THE FOREST PEOPLE is Turnball 's journal of life with a band 
of py-yiies living in the forest. It js not only very 
enlightening but also quite entertaining. The pygmies have an 
air about them, a lightness of spirit that prevades Turnball' s 
book. Civilization, or tore aptly, western intervention, has 
left these people largely untouched. Outwardly they live a very 
sisple life but Turnball shows us the complexity that underlies 
every pygmy village. The alliances, familial ties, and rituals 
all lend themselves to the dynamic processes which aake up a 
pvqmy's life. 

THE MOUNTAIN PEOPLE concerns the Ik as described in the 
aaestart announcement. Here Turnball has planted hiaself in an 
k village. It is a sad tale in that these formerly gregarious 
and active people have been reduced to a life where family is 
nothing and it is "every man for hiaself." The children are 
turned'out at the incredible age of three to fend for themselves 
and after that there no longer exist any real ties of love or 
caring. Those who do succumb to those emotions almost always 
end up" dead at a terribly young age. No pity exists and, 
frighteningly, Turnball shows convincingly how we are following 
the saae path the Ik travelled. 

The final book is, THE LONELY AFRICAN. It's filled with 
anecdotes and stories demonstrating how the modern day African 
finds hiaself torn between the traditional value system and the 
lure that western civilization presents and sometimes forces 
down the African's throat. 

The best by far is THE FOREST PEOPLE. THE MOUNTAIN PEOPLE 
is the most disturbing in the parallels that Turnball draws 
between the all but heartlees Ik and our own society. THE 
LONELY AFRICAN is interesting because it demonstrates to us how 
our "progressive" society can be so destructive to an already 
well established society. Very recommended. 



PLAYLIST THE SECOND 

Kidmqht Oil, DIESEL AND DUST [I qot this for "Beds Are 
Burmno* and "The Dead Heart" but have since fallen in love with 
the rest of the album. This is an Aussie group with a aessaqe. 
There's also a lot of great music]; Various Artists, THE STORY 
OF THE BLUES II picked "this up on ay b-day shopping spree and 
lo.e it. Some of the best ausic I've heard in a long time. A 
refreshing break froa rock and roll]; Mzwakhe, CHANGE IS PAIN 
[A South African musician who was jailed after releasing this 
aioum. The last two tracks consists of his exhorting a crowd to 
nork towards change. You've qot to like African ausic to enjoy 
this one. dell worth every cent I paid]. 



VI EH FROM THE BRIDGE 

Mot a lot of news, per se, but quite a bit to talk about as 
far as the hobby is concerned. There are a couple zines I 
naven't seen for a while, I continue ay discussion on recruiting 
novices, and a couple miscellaneous comments. A discussion on 
the -.arious hobby services? Maybe. 

Now about those zines which sees to have taken a leave of 
absence. First off there is FEUILLETONIST'S FORUM. The last 
issue 1 saw was 140 [December 5 S7] but i did hear that 141 was 
imposed to be coming out. Alas, I've heard neither hide nor 
hair of Greg. Anyone know what's ooinq on' 

Another" golden oldie is COSTASUANA. I knew Conrad was 
triaainq COSTA down yet still wanted to sub. I got the June 
issue ail right, the only problea being that it was over a montn 
late, ftn v ideasv 

And one final querv. What is with Cal White's NORTHERN 
: LAM£. I'a supposed to be trading with Cai but I have yet to 
lee a single issue. News of any of the above would be greatly 
sooreciatsd. 

r ":e :ine that I did oet was Bruce Linsev's "Response to 
'dE jF ..OkI 1 '; iic." 1 would comaent but can't seeing as how \ 
.->- et to =ee HoL lid itself. Julie 1 Heilo? 



A couple weeks back I got a copy of "Everything", the zine 
of the Boardaan Number Custodian tha lists gaaestarts. One 
thinq disturbed me and that was the fact that the highest number 
given this year was to me for ay "BaMbuti* gaae, 1988AV. This 
time last year when I was starting ay first Dippy gaae the 
numbers had gotten up the 1987HR." Now I doubt there are that 
many publishers followinq Dick Martin's lead in not taking BN's. 
So why so few gaaestarts? Beats the hell out of ae. I don't 
know whether publishers have reached their gaaeload limit or if 
there simply isn't that great a call for new gaaes. I'd imagine 
that it is the foraer in that tore and more publishers are 
saying "no sore!" That's a little disappointing because gases 
are what attract new participants in this little hobby of ours. 
Which, notice the saooth transition, leads us to the next 
topic ... 

... Novices. They are the lifeblood of the hobby. Without 
novices not only would the discussions stagnate but the hobby 
would all but disappear as people slowly drifted away. As 1 
noted in issue one I crossed over froa the professional Play-by- 
Mail hobby and still subscribe to a few of the professional 
aagazines covering that subject. If we as, a hobby, could coae 
to the conclusion that "Dipdoa" could use a swift shot in the 
ara I'a sure it would be no problea to recruit quite a few 
people froa the professional PBM hobby. First off, a one page 
flyer would have to be drawn up giving a skeletal view of the 
hobby and pointing anyone interested towards a central focus 
where the novice could get a good view of the hobby. I still 
contend that the best introduction possible would be if we could 
put tooether the two novice packages [SUPERNOVA and MASTERS OF 
DECEIT], the two qase listings IPuNTEVEDRIA and KGO], the ZINE 
REGISTER, and throw in a couple zines froa the zine bank. Set a 
copy of a few aailing lists, send out the flyers, and wait for 
response. The crux of the aatter is that it would need to be a 

nobby wide effort consisting of liaited fundraising [to pay for 
the flyers; we could charge, say, $5 for the packet], an 
agreement to suspend the childish feudinq for at least a brief 
period, and a pledge by publishers to accoaodate as best they 
can the novices looking for gaae openings. Mavbe a few new 
zines would poo up to aeet deaand. But hey, it's just a 
suggestion. What do y'all think? 



YOU HAVE THIRTY MINUTES, BEGIN 

I was right, the last quiz was harder than the first. But 
cose on guvs, 'you can't expect ae to just qive out free issue 
hiqqledy-piqgledy; you've got to work'for f ea! We'll see what 
we'can do about this months quiz. I'll try to aake it a little 
easier this tiae around but guarantee nothing. Standings wiil 
follow but first the answers": 

1) A qriot is what can best be described as the African 
tnbai storyteller. The griot is the one aember of the tribe or 
soae such political unit who reaembers and relates the history 
of the African nation. Whether it be myth, pseudo-myth, or bare 
facts these are the sen to go to. Kudos to John Justin, the 
only one to get this one right. 

2) Those four men aade up the group. Blind Faith. Their 
one, and only, aifaua was self-titled. John Justin [again], Dick 
Martin [I knew he read this rag!], and Charles G'reger'ail got 
tiiis one. 

3) An "aglet" is what we call the end covering of the 
shoelace. John Justin and David Orne got this one. 

4) Last issue's stuaper turned out" to be the quote. 
Actually, I would have been suprised if .anyone had gotten it. 
The quote was froa Herman Melville's, BILLY BUDD. 

This issue's quiz will be here somewhere, but first the 
standings thus far m the competition : John Justin leads with 
si;: correct answers, David Orne and Charles Greger have three 
apiece, Eric Walton and Cal White carry over froa the first quiz 
with two correct answers each, while Dick Martin, Jiaay 
Stiiliaas, and Bill Sal vat ore struggle valiantly with one correct 
answer [no. not between thea, eacnJ. fieeeaber, each correct 
ir.;wer get; vou a free half issue with a special prize going to 
tne winner [the person with the highest count after five 
cu i zzes j . 



THE ZtBRfi ii t 

iuy, I've qot ail sorts here. Actually I think it makes 
ior quite a good mix of personalities and hobby "figures." No 
addresses this issue; chalk it up to laziness. 

David Anderson 141 
Scott Beckett til] 
Ran Ben-Israel IT] 

Siison Billenness IT - Publishes one of the best zines going] 
Heidi Brown [C - The ol' ball and chain] 
Francois Cuerrier [MS - $4.55] 
Fred C. Davis [T] 
Ben Del Grande HI 

Jim Diehl [14 - The sale Melinda Holley] [Baflbutil [Ik] 
Charles Fargo [T] 

F'ete Saughan [13 - Publishes the zine fro§ which 1 rip off so 

much] [Ikl 
Charles Greqer [13] [BaMbuti] 
Chuck Hanna [22 - He's qot faith in me!3 [BaMbuti] 
Barrv Hawes [13] [Ik] ' 
Steve Heinowski [T/C] 
Hike Henry [12] [Ikl 
David Hood [T] 
Chris Hurley [13] [BaMbuti! 

John Justin [C - A crossover recruit fros professional PBM3 
Bruce Linsey [11 - Just a guy hanging loose in the hobby] 
Julie Martin [T - Yes, it's the sntiCrux. 1 ] 
Tom Nash [SI 

Jim Nickel [12 - My very first subscriber!] [BaMbuti] 

David Orne [151 [BaMbuti] 

Cathy Dzoq [123 

Ken Peel Ml 

Larry Perry [C3 

Bill Salvatore [123 

Michael Schnelker [S3 

v'ince Shouba [131 [Ik] 

Thomas Thornsen [223 [Ik3 

Eric Walton £123 [Ik] 
Cal White [T - Hello?] 
Jiffisy viilliais [63 

Efsd Wilson [T - Like SB, Brad publishes one of the best ! J 
Andrew York [133 [BaMbuti 3 



Well, that's it. All to*- comes to eleven trades, one 
sutual subscription, 3 complimentary subs, two samples, and 
eighteen paying subscribers. Not exactly a profitable 
enterprise out I'm not here to sake money. And the nuiber of 
trades effectively squashes sy discontent; than* everyone. 

One final note : All subs for players in the BaMbuti game 
have been credited with a free issue due to the delay. 



PLAYLIST THE THIRD, AND FINAL 

Jethro lull , BENEFIT [Probably Tull's best "unknown" album. 
There isn't a track on this baby that 1 don't really like!; 
Robert Johnson, KING OF THE DELTA BLUES SINGERS [Sose more great 
early blues. The al bus consists mainly of Johnsons voice and a 
single blues guitar. Great stuff]; Aswad, DISTANT THUNDER [Yes, 
Virginia, there's sore to reggae than Bob Marley]. 



ONLY FIFTEEN MINUTES, CLASS! 

Well, this tiae around I've cose up with a couple questions 
that ought to be fairly easy, or at least easily looked up and 
answered. One guestion on literature, one politics, one music, 
and one art. That's right people, art. So come on, give it a 
whirl. Remember, one free half-issue for each correct answer. 

1) The fisajority of this book takes place in the Far 
Eastern land of Patusan. Name the author and the 
title. 

2) Known as the "law and order" vice-president he 
resigned under suspicion of incose tax evasion. 

3) On the albus, SNEAKIN' SALLY THROUGH THE ALLEY, 
Robert Falser did a cover of the title track fros 
an earlier Little Feat albus. Name the song/albus 
name. 

4) Naae the surrealistic artist who painted. 
"Peppermint Tower in Honor of Greedy Little Girls." 

There you've got it. Now cose on, folks! Last tise around 
we had a grand total of four people participating. Remember, 
FREE issues are being offered. 



BACKWASH 

[also known as URBANE SCRAWL Part III] 



Well, this wraps up another issue. I ran a little bit longer than expected so that accounts for why you got 
this in an envelope this tise around. As 1 said earlier the due date for orders is August 31 and publication date will 
be Septesber. I'm not sure how large next issue will be because I will have just started my second year at the 
University so I probably won't have a lot of free tise. Classes? No, parties. Must of these people I won't have seen 
all susser so I'll probably spend a lot of time just getting reacquainted with sy friends. One final note. I'll be 
ooi nq on vacation fros Auqust 16 to August 28 so don't expect to be hearing such fros se durinp that tise. I ask one 
favor of you and that is if you have any long letters or a lot of press try to get it to se before the sixteenth so I 
ran qet it keyed in before vacation rolls around. 

Really, I'm quite pleased with how I HE SCRIBBLERIST is shaping up so far. I've been toying with the idea of 
altering f orsats' just to see how it would work but I doubt you'll see any major changes as the present two column 
reduced" format is' by far the sost economical. As for the content 1 doubt if that will ever be fully to my liking. I'd 
love to include a lot more than I have but I face time restrictions that keep me from spending excessive amounts of free 
time on the zine itself. The thinq that I'd like to see is greater reader participation. If you have any playlists, 
readlists, humorous writings, how-to-play articles go ahead and send them in. Next issue will see at least two such 
playlists so feel free to pitch in your two-cents-worth. 

its time to put this baby to bed. Again, thanx to all of you for your confidence in my and your support. 
With luck and a little help this may turn into something you actually look forward to getting every five weeks. 



Actual Handwritten Correspondence To You [maybe] 




-J -LI 



THE SCRIBBLERIST is published at five week intervals by Mark Lilleleht, Post Of ice Box 3166. Charlottesville, VA 22903-0166; phone 
number (8o4) 296-8291 [but subject to change with school year!; please try to keep calls before 11 PM. Subscription rate : $4.50 
for 10 issues to the US, $5 for 10 issue's to Canada. Trades, US or Canadian, welcoie and actively solicited. Four positions open 
in Gunboat Diplomacy, four positions open in Snowball Fighting. Diplomacy was invented by Allan B. Calhamer. 



